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up wholly with the view of protecting American
manufactures from any foreign competition in
the home market.

As passed by the House, not only did the bill ig-
nore American commerce with other countries but
it left American consumers exposed to the manipu-
lation of prices on the part of other countries.
Practically all the products of tropical America
except tobacco had been placed upon the free list,,
without any precaution lest the revenue thus sur-
rendered might not be appropriated by other coun-
tries by means of export taxes. Elaine, who was
once more Secretary of State, began a vigorous agi-
tation in favor of adding reciprocity provisions ta
the bill. When the Senate showed a disposition to
resent his interference, Elaine addressed to Senator
Frye of Maine a letter which was in effect an ap-
peal to the people, and which greatly stirred the
farmers by its statement that " there is not a sec-
tion or a line in the entire bill that will open the
market for another bushel of wheat or another barrel
of pork." The effect was so marked that the Sen-
ate yielded, and the Tariff Bill as finally enacted
gave the President power to impose certain duties
on sugar, molasses, coffee, tea, and hides imported
from any country imposing on American goods